Stòras Uibhist to Create New Business Centre and Offices

 
Stòras Uibhist has bought the HIE advance office building in Daliburgh, South Uist, on the fourth anniversary of the historic community purchase of the Estate.

 
The building will be transformed into a Business Centre and a permanent base for Stòras Uibhist.

The Business Centre will offer a number of serviced offices for rent by businesses operating in the area and will be available from February 2011.

Stòras Uibhist is the largest community landowner in Scotland, managing a 93,000 acre crofting estate encompassing the islands of Benbecula, Eriskay and South Uist. The company will use the offices for administration of almost 1000 crofts, commercial tenancies, salmon and sea-trout fishery, the sporting activity and Grogarry Lodge, as well as delivering ambitious community-led plans that include the regeneration of Locboisdale Port of Entry and construction of the community owned windfarm at Loch Carnan.

HIE and Leader Innse Gall have provided grant funding towards the purchase and upgrade of the building, to compliment the company’s own resources.

The purchase of the Daliburgh office building follows closely after the £5m award to Stòras Uibhist, from HIE, for the Lochboisdale Port of Entry project.

Stòras Uibhist has been operating from a temporary office in Bornish since the buyout of South Uist Estate. Chairman of Stòras Uibhist, Angus Macmillan said: “Stòras Uibhist is extremely appreciative of the financial assistance and support that has been provided by HIE and LEADER to enable the Business Centre at Daliburgh to be transferred to community ownership. The building will provide office accommodation for the staff in addition to making available high quality office accommodation for other businesses. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Diocese of Argyll and the Islands for providing office accommodation for the Stòras Uibhist staff and Members in Bornish during our formative years. We simply could not have functioned without this extremely generous gesture.”

Huw Francis, Chief Executive of Stòras Uibhist added, ‘These offices will provide much needed space for the company as it administers the business on behalf of the 3000 residents of the Estate area and takes forward development projects that will deliver the much-needed social and economic regeneration that is the aim of community ownership. With a prominent location in Daliburgh the premises will be more easily accessible to Members and croft tenants and we look forward to greater interaction with the community.’

