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Press Release: Snishival Mill Petition (10/5/10)
The information circulating with the petition on South Uist relating to Snishival Mill contains a number of factual errors and has also prompted a number of inaccurate rumours.

The previous owners of South Uist Estate always maintained the Mill and surrounding land was outwith crofting tenure and in-hand to the Estate. This was confirmed to the Crofters Commission and Mr MacKenzie prior to the apportionment application and has been the subject of extended correspondence before and after the buyout.
When the Estate was purchased for the community in 2006 the Mill and surrounding land was listed as an asset in the due diligence study completed by HIE. The Mill was paid for with money from HIE and money raised by members of the community towards the purchase.

Mr MacKenzie has been offered a compromise solution of a lease agreement through solicitors and the local MP, but has failed to respond to the offer.

The Mill area is adjacent to an apportionment previously awarded to Mr Angus MacMillan, but does not impinge on it. Mr MacMillan’s apportionment specifically excluded the Mill area as it has always been considered outwith crofting tenure by the township.

When the Board of Directors of Stòras Uibhist is considering or acting on the matter of Snishival Mill, Angus MacMillan is excluded from the discussion and leaves the meeting room for the duration of the discussion. This is done to ensure that any real or potential conflict of interest does not arise when the Directors are deciding what course of action to take on this matter.

Stòras Uibhist believes that the Crofters Commission wrongly apportioned a valuable community asset to an individual croft and seeks to overturn the Commission’s decision. The Commission previously stated that they would take the matter to the Land Court to determine the status of the land, but then failed to do so.
There is an ongoing case in the Land Court regarding this matter and neither the Directors of Stòras Uibhist nor Mr MacKenzie are in a position to make public statements on the matter.

South Uist Estate has been owned by absentee landlords for hundreds of years, and now that the community has taken ownership, the Directors of Stòras Uibhist have a legal and moral duty to protect the community owned assets for the benefit of the whole community and future generations.

The Board of Directors will consider the petition at its next Board meetings.

Huw Francis
Chief Executive, Stòras Uibhist
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