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Lochboisdale-Mallaig Ferry Service Delaying Tactics
CalMac and local councillor Donald Manford, in conjunction with Scottish Government officials are demanding that a new round of consultations takes place from Berneray to Vatersay on whether South Uist should get a dedicated ferry service from Lochboisdale to Mallaig.

This delaying tactic dismisses the previous consultations carried out to determine support for the service, as highlighted below:

· Ongoing Lochboisdale Community Council consultation.

· Lochboisdale Amenity Trust survey.

· Peter Peacock MSP sponsored petition submitted in summer of 2008 with 2000 names calling for the introduction of the Lochboisdale-Mallaig ferry service.

· Stòras Uibhist consultation with local businesses, hauliers and hoteliers before submitting their proposal in July 2008.

· Lesley Riddoch Radio Scotland Island Debate (July 2008) – 100% audience support for the introduction of the service.

Scottish Government officials are also insisting that CalMac be involved in discussions on whether there is ‘common ground’ between CnES, Scottish Government and Stòras Uibhist for the introduction of the ferry service.

CalMac has previously stated that a dedicated Lochboisdale-Mallaig ferry service cannot be provided for less than £25m to build a new boat. Why are they now essential to the process of deciding whether or not Pentland Ferries can be contracted to provide the service from October 1st 2008, with an existing boat?

Huw Francis, Chief Executive of Stòras Uibhist, said, “Stewart Stevenson, Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change, is in a unique position to implement a new ferry service for an island community that has been promised improved services for many years, without huge investment in a new vessel. Further to this, at least three other island communities will also be able to receive a better service from CalMac.”
Ronald MacKinnon, Chairman of Lochboisdale Community Council, said, “CnES already supports the introduction of the Lochboisdale-Mallaig ferry service, Scottish Government asked for proposals for introducing the route and the community has been calling for the service for years. Why does CalMac, the CnES Transport Committee and the Scottish Government now need to start a new consultation process on whether South Uist should have this essential ferry service?”
Angus MacMillan, Chairman of Stòras Uibhist, said, “It would be a scandal if the opportunity to introduce a ferry service from Lochboisdale to Mallaig is lost because CalMac does not want Pentland Ferries to operate the service.”

Background

On July 21st 2008 Stòras Uibhist presented to Stewart Stevenson a proposal for a dedicated ferry service from Lochboisdale to Mallaig, which could be introduced on October 1st 2008.

South Uist Estates was bought for £4.5m by the community company Stòras Uibhist, with support from BIG Lottery, HIE, CnES and SNH, in 2006 on behalf of the people living on the islands of Eriskay, Benbecula and South Uist.

Further information can be obtained from Huw Francis, Chief Executive of Stòras Uibhist – 01878 700101; www.storasuibhist.com
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