[image: image1.jpg]


STÒRAS UIBHIST

1 Bornish, South Uist, Western Isles. HS8 5SA

	
	Writer
	Huw Francis

	
	Telephone No.
	01878 700 101

	
	Fax No.
	01878 700 111

	
	E-mail Address
	huw.francis@storasuibhist.com

	
	Ref:
	

	
	Date
	21/7/08


Lochboisdale-Mallaig Ferry Service Subject to Ministerial Approval
Stòras Uibhist delivers affordable proposal to Minister for Transport for the introduction of a new Lochboisdale-Mallaig Ferry service.
Stòras Uibhist in conjunction with Pentland Ferries has developed a timetable and costed proposals for the introduction of the MV Claymore, operated by Pentland Ferries, on the Lochboisdale-Mallaig route. The MV Claymore will become available in September, once a new catamaran enters service on the Pentland Firth route to Orkney.

On Monday July 21st, Angus MacMillan (Stòras Uibhist Chairman) delivered the proposal and associated documentation for the MV Claymore to the Minister for Transport and Infrastructure, Stewart Stevenson. Using existing funding and the additional £1,000,000 the minister has made available, the new service can be introduced and investment made in upgrading the Lochboisdale port of entry.
Despite Calmac Ferries insisting that no boat is available for the route, Pentland Ferries are keen to operate such a service and Andrew Banks, Pentland Ferries MD said, ‘Taking the boat home to the route it used to run would provide an affordable and convenient service for the people of South Uist who currently have no dedicated ferry service of their own’.

Introducing the MV Claymore on the Lochboisdale-Mallaig route would free up capacity on MV Lord of the Isles to improve services to the Island of Barra, as well as other islands served from Oban.

Angus MacMillan said, ‘Scottish Ministers must now decide whether to deliver on their promises to the people of South Uist, Eriskay and Benbecula and take the historic step of improving services in the Western Isles rather that cutting them’.

Background

South Uist Estates was bought for £4.5m by the community company Stòras Uibhist, with support from BIG Lottery, HIE, CnES and SNH, in 2006 on behalf of the people living on the islands of Eriskay, Benbecula and South Uist.

Further information can be obtained from Huw Francis, Chief Executive of Stòras Uibhist – 01878 700101; www.storasuibhist.com
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